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WHY?



Martha Buell, Ph. D. - University of Delaware, Center for Disabilities Study





DELAWARE: SMALL WONDER

43,751 CHILDREN IN CENTERS

9,913 IN FAMILY CHILD CARE

124,000 IN K-12



RESEARCH: A WAKEUP CALL

27% OF CHILD CARE

RATED POOR AND 
DEVELOPMENTALLY HARMFUL



HEALTH AND SAFETY

70% OF INFANTS/TODDLERS PROGRAMS

RATED POOR 
IN HEALTH AND SAFETY QUALITY



TEACHER CREDENTIALS 

HIGH SCHOOL OR LESS

93% OF INFANT & TODDLER TEACHERS

58% OF 3-5 YEAR OLD TEACHERS



Early Success 

Delawareõs Plan for Early Childhood

Ready Families

+ Ready Early Care and Education

+ Ready Communities

+ Ready Schools

___________________________

= Ready Children



READY FAMILIES

FAMILY SUPPORT COORDINATING COUNCIL

NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIPS

PARENTS AS TEACHERS

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES THROUGH EARLY 
CARE AND EDUCATION



READY EARLY CARE AND 
EDUCATION

DELAWARE STARS FOR EARLY SUCCESS

LICENSING STANDARDS

INSTITUTE FOR EXCELLENCE IN EARLY 
CHILDHOOD

PROFESSIONAL DEVEOPMENT/SCHOLARSHIPS



READY COMMUNITIES

PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS
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FISCAL MAPPING



READY SCHOOLS

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN

P-20 COUNCIL

HEAD START AND ECAP

PRE-K POSITION PAPER



READY CHILDREN

DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING
AT 9, 18, AND 30 MONTHS

SCHIP EXPANSION

EMOTIONAL WELLNESS COMMITTEE



WE HAVE TO START EARLY!




